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October 21, 2020 
 
Dear Municipalities,  
 
As summer turns to fall the event uppermost in the minds of our children is, of course, 
Halloween and Trick-or-Treating as well as Día de los Muertos celebrations. Like so many other 
things, our Halloween celebrations will look different this year. 
 
The local impact of the COVID-19 global pandemic has resulted in 13,129 confirmed cases as 
well as 503 deaths to date in Orange County. Of those cases, close to 45% have been in 
individuals 18-44 years of age, with the second largest number of confirmed cases in the 45-64 
age group (35%). We continue to see new COVID-19 positive resident cases in Orange County 
daily, as well as a persistence increase in newly lab confirmed cases. While children account for 
about 5% of the total cases, this virus is completely new and although some symptoms are 
common among those suffering from the illness, the complete list of symptoms, as well as long 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html
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Drive Through Trunk-or-Treat:   
 
Trunk-or-treat celebrations may be planned as a drive through where kids hold the candy bags 
outside the car and participants (fully masked and gloved) place the pre-bagged individual 
treats into the bag.  
 
Family Party 
 

¶ Create different themes for rooms throughout your house and send the kids on a scavenger 
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https://www.trickortreatforunicef.org/


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.halloween2020.org/
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1936/Coronavirus
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¶ New York State, https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home  

¶ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

¶ New York State Department of Health Halloween Guidance (attached) 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Dr. Irina Gelman, DPM, MPH, PhDc 
Commissioner of Health 
 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

